and the judicial endorsement of 'Separate but Equal' challenged the gains made in the aftermath of the war, but these 'challenges' are presented as aberrant and temporary, rather than entrenched and depressingly characteristic. Adopting this perspective fails to acknowledge the last 150 years of American history and the last 20 years of scholarly work on race and citizenship. 1 In addition, a number of terms and phrases central to Samito's narrative -and citizenship discourse generally -remain under-contextualised. 'Republican' and 'republicanism', for example, are frequently trotted out to imbue citizenship and the nation's founding political ideology with meaning, even though the words are among the most problematic and debated in scholarship on American citizenship and its history.
2 Samito offers no historiographical treatment of the terms nor does he indicate what he understands them to mean. Similarly, Samito frequently refers to an 'American identity' that was 'strengthened' (p.217) or 'genuinely intensified' (p.11) among Irish and African Americans during the Civil War (see the Introduction and Epilogue in particular). Though the phrase is made to do much work throughout, the contours of this identity are not detailed. One is left with the impression that only through martial endeavour was it possible for one to feel truly American, an identity off limits to non-combatants.
While these faults will no doubt prove irksome to scholars of US citizenship, it must be remembered that the book does provide a long overdue insight into the debates surrounding the status of naturalized citizens in the second half of the nineteenth century and should be required reading on this ground alone.
Philip Keirle
University of Western Australia
